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ukraine is changing
Since 2014 the Government of Ukraine has launched the most ambitious changes 
in the history of our country.

The society and the authorities are both focused on eliminating corruption as one 
of the major threats to our citizens and security.

The Ukrainian Government has firm political will to achieve these results. 
Our response to the corruption challenge includes:
•	 New anti-corruption legislation implementation;
•	 Law enforcement system reform;
•	 Lustration of the authorities and state apparatus reduction;
•	 New economic policy based on the free market competition;
•	 Deregulation and lower dependence from bureaucracy. 

The Government requires reforming the judicial branch in the shortest  
time possible.

The Government urges the Ukrainian society  
to mobilize every possible effort against corruption  
at every level – from politics to everyday life.



Anticorruption Actions

the most notable corruption cases of 2015:
 In order to conduct an unbiased internal investigation, the senior executives of the 
State Fiscal Service, Tax Police and Customs were suspended and later changed.

 High-ranking officials – the Head of the State Emergency Service and his Deputy – 
were detained during the Cabinet meeting. 

 After a public scandal, aroused because of the alleged conflict of interest involving 
the Minister of Environment, the Parliament of Ukraine has voted for his resignation.

 The Parliament of Ukraine has lifted immunity of two MPs accused of crimes in June 
2015 and in September 2015 has also lifted immunity as well as allowed to arrest the 
MP based on evidences presented by the Prosecutor General during the session of 
the Parliament. 

 The Prosecutor General of Ukraine has received the consent of the Parliament to 
arrest the Head of Kyiv Court of Appeal accused of corruption. 

 Due to the suspicion of systematic corruption actions, the Minister of Interior has 
dismissed all the personnel of the State Automobile Inspection (over 300 people) of 
one of Ukraine’s region. 



Anticorruption Actions

 The Security Service of Ukraine together with the Prosecutor General’s Office have 
detained the Deputy Prosecutor of Kyiv region and the First Deputy Head of the Main 
Department at the Prosecutor’s General’s Office on suspicion of receiving bribes. 

 Due to state enterprise losses, in late September 2015 the Government replaced  
the Head of the Chornobyl Nuclear Fall Out Zone for accusations of fraud and extortion. 
The new leadership has started a complete commercial activity audit in the zone. 

 In mid-September 2015, the Head of the State Employment Agency was caught taking 
bribe.



Anti-corruption Actions

FActsHEEt
 In 2015, 1199 persons have already been brought to justice for corruption related crimes. 
Among them – 334 civil servants, 7 judges, 116 law enforcement agents. Behind the bars are 12 
regional officials, 15 officials of city & town authorities, 25 officials of district administrations 
and 70 officials of village authorities. 
 Over 5000 cases of power abuse have been revealed.
 Around 1000 facts of bribing have been recorded in 2015 for the amounts of millions of  
U.S. dollars.
 9 407 persons have been included to the Unified State Register of persons who have committed 
corruption offenses. 
 $ 1,4 bln in assets belonging to Viktor Yanukovych and his clique are arrested.
 The Prosecutor General’s Office has directed 98 inquiries on providing international legal 
assistance in criminal investigations. 27 of them have already been satisfied.  
 On August 25, 2015, the first 70 detectives of the National Anti-Corruption Bureau were 
indicated; on September 7, 2015, they have started their training and began their activities on 
October 1, 2015.
 New police is already in service completely redesigning the road police system from the most 
corrupted organization in Ukraine to the most efficient and reliable service.



DEoLiGArcHiZAtion in uKrAinE

 No tycoons in the Cabinet

 No more shadow intermediaries in energy supplies: the Government has fully excluded 
intermediaries companies from the energy sphere and has signed direct contracts on gas 
supply with European and Russian companies.

 The Government has passed in the Parliament the Law ‘On Natural Gas Market’, which 
removes monopoly and liberalizes the gas market in Ukraine, as well as obliges the 
regional gas companies (Oblgaz) to pay for the public distribution networks use. These 
public distribution networks were used for free during the last 20 years.

 The Government has fully changed the management of the key company NJSC ‘Naftogaz 
Ukraine’ and supported its Corporate Governance Action Plan implementation. The budget 
deficit of the company NJSC ‘Nafrogaz Ukraine’ was reduced from $10 bln in 2014 to $1,5 
bln in 2015.

 The Government has changed the management of the big energy companies and regained 
the state control over its activity.

 Severe fiscal discipline is ensured, and tax loopholes are eliminated. The Government has 
introduced to the Parliament the Draft Law ‘On Amendments to the Articles 165 and 252 
of the Tax Code of Ukraine’ and the Draft Law ‘On Amendments to the Tax Code of Ukraine 
and to some Laws of Ukraine (on Tax Reform), and raised twice the rent for oil.  



DEoLiGArcHiZAtion in uKrAinE

 The Government has initiated new Rules for organization and conduct of stock auctions 
for selling crude oil, domestic produced gas condensate and liquefied gas (Government 
Order No.570 as of October 16, 2014). 

 The Government has stopped the lease contracts with two mining and concentrating 
companies, and has regained the state management to the enterprise. 

 The Government has doubled the rent for ore, and has signed the Resolution of the 
Government, which in particular foresees subsidy certificates on cancellation for electricity 
export (Government Resolution No.1280-p as of December 29, 2014).

 The Government has stopped corrupted tender for transformers purchase. That was 
publicly stated in early October 2015 by the member of the Energy and Utilities National 
Regulatory Commission of Ukraine. 

 The Government has stopped corrupted scheme of signing the contract for electricity 
imports from the Russian Federation (Government Resolution No. 1188-p ‘On temporary 
measures for the balancing of electricity market of Ukraine’ as of December 5, 2014).

 



nEw Economic poLicy. nEw ruLEs & cHAnGEs

 Ukraine’s ranking in the 2016 Doing Business report improved - 83 rank 
(out of 189 economies). 

 Tax reform: cut the number of taxes from 22 to 11. Increased taxes on 
super-profitable industries (oil & gas extraction).

 Progress in VAT/tax system: establishment the System of Electronic VAT 
Administration contributing to success in combating the VAT fraud.

 Limited inspections by regulatory authorities till the end of 2016. Cut 
the number of controlling agencies from 56 to 28.

 Permits and licenses for businesses cut by 50%: canceled licenses 
targeting 20 types of activity (incl. food, agriculture, energy and IT sectors) 
& reduced number of permits (permit, decision, opinion, agreement) 
from 143 to 84.

 Simplified the procedures for registering new businesses (within 24 
hours) and property rights.

 Technical standards: transition from the Soviet to the EU system; 
harmonization of tax returns and treasury accounts unification, which 
contributes to reduction of tax debt.



LustrAtion

 Adopted the Law ‘On Lustration’. Launched the screening of senior 
public officials: over 770 officials were entered into the lustration 
register.

 Financing for the state institutions was cut by 10,7% ($142,5 mln). 

 The number of public officials cut by 28 thousand. 

 Public Service Reform envisages depolitization if the civil service 
corpus, introduction of competitive selection process as well as 
implementation of efficient assessment tools for public servants. 
The draft Law ‘On Public Service’ was passed in the Parliament in 
the first reading.



A nEw Anti-corruption LEGisLAtion

 On October 26, 2014, the Law ‘On the Fundamentals of Anti-Corruption Policy  
in Ukraine (Anti-Corruption Strategy) for 2014-2017’ came into force. This law 
defines the system of the tasks and measures to reduce corruption. 

 In late April 2015, the Government approved the Anti-Corruption Strategy  
for 2015-2017. 

 On October 14, 2014, an advisory body – the National Council for Anti-Corruption 
Policy – was established by the Decree of the President of Ukraine No. 808/2014.  
As recommended by GRECO, the structure of the Council is formed on a parity 
basis between the Government and non-governmental organizations.

 On January 25, 2015, the Law ‘On the National Anti-Corruption Bureau of Ukraine’ 
came into force. This Law defines the legal principles of the organization and 
activities of the special law enforcement anti-corruption body – the National Anti-
Corruption Bureau of Ukraine.  

 On April 16, 2015, the President of Ukraine appointed the Director of the National 
Anti-Corruption Bureau of Ukraine, who was nominated and selected by the tender 
commission of an open competition.

 On April 26, 2015, the Law ‘On Prevention of Corruption’ came into force. This 
law created a separate preventive anti-corruption body – the National Agency for  
the Prevention of Corruption, a central executive body with special status. 



 On March 18, 2015, the Government adopted the Resolution ‘On 
Establishment of the National Agency for the Prevention of Corruption’.

 On September 11, 2015, the Law ‘On Public Funds Open Use’ came 
into force. This law defines the conditions and procedures for providing 
access to information on the use of public funds by the administrators 
and recipients of the state and local budgets as well as by the business 
entities of public and municipal property, etc. 

 On May 21, 2015, the Draft Law ‘On State Bureau of Investigations’ was 
passed in the Parliament in the first reading; currently the draft law is 
being prepared for adoption in the second and final reading. The State 
Bureau of Investigations has to be established not later than January 1, 
2017. 

 On October 8, 2015, the Draft Law ‘On Amendments to some Legal Acts 
as Regards Prevention & Counteraction Political Corruption’ providing 
the state financing of political parties was passed in the Parliament in 
the first reading; currently the draft law is being prepared for adoption in 
the second and final reading.

A nEw Anti-corruption LEGisLAtion



intErnAtionAL rEviEws

In late March 2015, at the meeting of the Istanbul Action Plan to combat 
corruption of the OECD Anti-Corruption Network for Eastern Europe & 
Central Asia – the report of the 3rd monitoring round for implementation 
the recommendations made in the framework of the Istanbul Action 
Plan for Ukraine was approved. 

According to the report, 19 recommendations (except one in the report) 
provided to Ukraine were implemented. 

In June 2015, during the 68th GRECO Plenary Meeting the 5th additional 
report of the recommendations implemented by Ukraine was approved 
by the results of the Joint First & Second evaluation rounds. 

 Of the 25 recommendations to Ukraine, GRECO recognized –  
20 recommendations have been fully implemented, 4 recommendations 
were partially complied while only one recommendation remained 
unfulfilled. 


